Mount Holly Township
Construction Office
23 Washington Street
Mount Holly, Nj 08060
(609) 267-6633 Fax (609) 267-6295

Residential Decks

1. You aze responsible to obtain the following inspections befote proceeding to the next phase of
construction:
A. Footings, before placement of concrete.
B. Framing, before the decking is started, you should have the stairways framed for this inspection.
C. Final, before the deck is used. !

To schedule one of the requited inspection listed above, call (609) 267-6633. Please have the permit
number ready so your, request can be scheduled. The field copy of the plans must be on site for all
inspections.

2.) All wood members exposed fo the soils or to weather shall be Naturally Durable (Redwood, cedar, black
locust, black walnut etc.) or pressure treated wood.

3.) All builder’s hardware, nails and screws shall be galvan.ize& or equally protected. All builder’s hardware shall
be used and installed per the manufacturet’s instructions.

4.) The footings shall be at Jeast 327 (inches) below grade and 2 minimum of 8” by 8” square or 8” in diameter
for 2 4 X 4 post, and for 6 X 6 or 6 X 4 posts, a minimura of 127 by 12” square or 12” in diameter.

5.) Listed or code approved post bases shall be used to anchor the posts to the p1er footing. All bearns shall be
lagged or bolted to posts.

6.) | Ledgers shall be secured to the house by the use of ___ X 3/8” diameter lag bolts spaced ___ inches on
center, ot x %7 lag bolts spaced ____inches on center. Minimum thickness of the ribbon board is
assumed to be 1 %2 inch thick. All ledgers shall be flashed to the house before the siding and decking is
started. :

7.) Stairs. All staits must meet these minimum tequirements of the New Jersey Edition of the 2000
International Residential Codes subsection R314

A. All treads must have 2 minimum depth of 9 inches, measured horizontally from nose of tread to
nose of tread. All tread depths shall be equal and uniform within 3/8 of an inch.

B. The maximurm height of each riser shall be 8 ' inches. Al risexs shall be equal and uniform within
3/8 of an inch, no opening greater than 4” shall be permitted in any riser.

C. The minimum width of each step shall be 36 inches.

D. A graspable handrail shall be installed on at Jeast one side of any sta:u:way having three or more risers
and being less than 44” wide. For those stairways wider than 44”, a graspable handrail shall be
provided on both sides of the staitway. Handrails shall be mounted between 30 and 38 inches high,
measured vertically from the nosing of the treads. A graspable handrail is one that has a circular
cross section between 1 %47 to 2 5/8”. Handbrails shall be continuous the full length of the stairs.
The ends of the handrails shall be returned or shall terminate at the newel post.

8.) Guards shall be provided on open sides of the walkway (porches, balconies, raised floor surfaces, decks) that
measure more than 30 inches from the walking surface to grade. The top of the guard shall measure at least
36 inches vertically above the walking surface and have no openings greater than 4”.
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INSTALLING BRACKETS
The feight of the handrail is .‘:]?Cci'li.cv.l for
safety. The top of the handiait {not the

Lrackets) must be between 34 and 38 in. - -

above the front edge of Uie stair tread
{Photo 2}, Therelore, the brackets must
be mounted between 31 and 35 in. from
ihat point to allow for the handrail and
the angle of the bracket. _

" Install a bracket about every 3 (1. The
top and bottom brackets should be

attached 12 to 16 in. froan the ends ofihe _

' haudrml .

C Tips Mmt handrail brackets are. .
1174 § i wide with 718 in. between tic
lwo uppc; serews. The 2x4 stud is =12
in:wide 50 )'ou should be able to gel’ both

: xuppcr sciews inlo the study T'o: nnke sure -

both scr:.waé,et a (,ood b}te, an[,lc lhcm
inward’ shbhlly as you: clrwc them: - -
" Agcordingto codé, lhe lcnblh ofa new

i _h.md mll canbe the saineas the one jt! q o

replacmg Bulbé sure the’ ra']:ng, is lcmg
enotgh fo extend dbout: 12 in. bLycmd

- Thetopstép: and all the way.(o ihe
buﬂom slep 7 Y

. 'gCLOSlNG DPEN ENDS ,
© Albn new. and nemounted Jmndra:ls must
_'bycode.have a. retum ‘on both ends
.. {Photo 5}, They’ fe a bit I'ussy 10 bunid
but nol difﬁcult s

- '—<Here £ how. . -
"m.Cuta5-172 in, !ong, plece ofh'mdr'u]
- and'eut oite énd 4t a 45- dcgree angle.

¥ Make'a corrcspondmg 45-degree angle-

cuton the end of the long s handrail.
M Test-fit the cuts to ‘make sure ihey
form a tight, 90- deg,z ce angle. This is thre
besttime lo do any finie- tunmg, '
W To determine the length of the retur n
(ll $ usudliy between 4172 and 5§ in.),
measure from the wall (o the outer tip of
ihe 45-depree cut on the handrail, Gt
“the retirn ta this leegpth,
Finally, apiply woutl gltie 1o the
35 depree cuts ad fistes the tetum 1o
1|1e-_l|-1|ui|":ii will twe faf Gl sianils

' CHOOSE a3 wail stud that s Iocated L
,_‘nght at lhe front: edge.of c -ong of the .
-_-',stmr trends. Measure.up lrom that stair
_.tread and mark the, wa!l somewhem

between 3% and 35 in. You'tl- attach ono

~ofthe! brackets to tlus wall stud,’

-',Flemember, the mp of 1he handratl
'must be between 34 and 38in. !rom

. ﬂm front ‘of the tz'ead to meat current

’ :bu:ldmg ‘Godes.

: SECUI‘IE the handrau] to tiie-wall.
brackols onthe undersnde of the - .
handrail using the strap piece. Have
8 helper steady th'e handrail while
yois attach it to the brackets.

IIERE'S HOW in pos:tlon a brackat
d:rectly above the front edge of a stan‘
tread Pick the wall stud. 1hat \,rou wan
to moun: ‘w'bratket 16, Now.go to the'’
step just above thve stud, and measure
‘up from the front of the steir. traad to.
tha desured bracket height Repeat for
the step just below the stud’ Draw B
'stra:ght fine between thesa marke )
‘Mount the braeket whera 'lhe hns mte
.5octs. the: wall'stud ‘

s AI.!. new handra:ls are requured to hm"
“a return at both ends. The réturn pre-
vents you from catching a sleeve ond
open end of the railing, which could
cause you 1o lose your balance and {8
Secure-the return with two 4d finish
nails. Drive one nail in following the
length of the handrail; drive the other
nail in the direction of the return, At
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the bandrail is mounted to tho bracke

THE EATAIRL Y HANIRYII AT



